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CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chairperson Robbins called the Study Session to order at 6:00 p.m. and presided 

over the pledge of allegiance.  
 

   
ROLL CALL       
 
 PRESENT  

Meg Morley, Jerry Nechal, Ed Robbins, Pete Shelters, Jim Smith, Brandon 
Becker, Mayor Ben Clarke  
 
EXCUSED   
 
ABSENT 
 
ALSO, PRESENT John Martin, City Manager; Dennise Dryden, Recording 
Secretary; Jill Bahm and Eric Fazzini Planner from Giffels-Webster 
 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

MOVED by Clarke, seconded by Shelters, to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
YES: All 
NO:  None          Motion Carried  

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   

MOVED by Clarke, seconded by Shelters, to approve the Study Session and 
Regular Meeting minutes of June 1, 2021, as submitted. 
 

  YES: All 
  NO:   None       Motion Carried 
 
 
 
MEETING OPEN TO PUBLIC FOR BRIEF COMMENTS 
 
Chairperson Robbins opened the meeting for public comment.  
 
There were 3 guests at the meeting.   
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Aron Lorenz reviewed a letter he sent to Councilmembers Sally Segal and Jim Cowper 
regarding a discussion he had with Steve Friedman about the development of the 
Whitfield property.  He clarified he never spoke with Friedman until after the rezoning of 
the Whitfield property. Lorenz is asking Planning Commission and City Council to 
consider revisiting the PUD for greater density than 5 units per acre. He feels the city 
will not get the best plan for the city if they don’t increase the density.   
 
Jan Hays stated she has heard rumors of Planning Commission changing the PUD.  
She reminded Planning Commission that after monthly discussions it had a satisfactory 
conclusion at that time, with all parties.  The developer doesn’t have a plan in front of 
Planning Commission.  High density is not the best for the city.  Not to benefit the 
developer.  The developer requested a change in zoning for C-2 to allow greater 
development and it was granted.  We need to work together.   
 
 
CITY MANAGER/PLANNER COMMENTS 
 
Martin stated it is so nice to be back in person.  In person is so much better to facilitate 
meetings, have meaningful interaction, and remember we are all people instead of just 
a small space on a screen.    

The fireworks were nice, but not the same as usual.  He is sure next year we will be 
back to normal.  Planning Commission recommended two items for approval to City 
Council.   The City Council unanimously approved the ordinance amending the 
allowable times for the sale of alcohol by the glass.  They also unanimously supported 
the 3-lane option for the Orchard Lake Road, road diet.  The city sent a letter to the 
RCOC with that information and request. 

There have been a lot of things going on in the city.  Food trucks, music, glow roll, etc. 
He hopes everybody has enjoyed them.  We’ve also had a couple of big rains and a few 
trees that have come down.   

Martin is hoping we can get back on track with the Master Plan and get it done.  We’ve 
been bogged down for a few months now.  We need to stay positive and come up with 
good ideas and conversation. 

Planner Bahm didn’t have any comments. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS 

Nechal, Clarke, and Shelters had no comment.   

Morley shared she is not aware of any discussion or plans to discuss the PUD. 
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Becker apologized for not being the at the meeting last month.  He requested the 
agenda one week before the meeting if there are action items.  He stated he watched 
the meeting from last month and offered his opinion on how the meeting should have 
been run.  He feels the Master Plan process is lacking a bit. He doesn’t recall seeing the 
calendar timeline and feels they need to prioritize items. 

Smith also stated he hasn’t heard anything with the PUD.  This is the first he has heard 
any discussion.   He would like everyone to work together and be done with “them 
verses us.”   

 

CONTINUED MASTER PLAN DISCUSSION  MP-007-21  
 
Bahm stated it is great to be together again and she is hoping this will help with moving 
things forward.  With the timeline she is not sure how much more specific they can be.  
She outlines it month by month with an estimated competition of January 2022.   
 
She explained to Jan Hays where the confusion may have come from with PUD being 
discussed with the Master Plan.  They are not changing the zoning with the Master 
Plan.  They may identify some items that need changing after the Master Plan is 
completed, but there are a number of steps including a public hearing which would need 
to happen before any recommendation to City Council would happen.   
 
Bahm broke Planning Commission members into two groups giving them some 
exercises to discuss goals and then what would they like to see happen with the 10 
acres on Orchard Lake Road.   
 
Bahm reviewed the public open house will be with the city’s 100th celebration, August 
26th.  They will have vision boards and cards for residents to fill out to share what they 
would like to see for the community’s vision for the future. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 MOVED by Clarke, seconded Shelters, to adjourn the Planning Commission 
meeting. 
 
 YES: All  NO: None  Meeting adjourned at 10:16 p.m. 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Dennise Dryden, Recording Secretary 
 
      _________________________________ 
      Jerry Nechal, Planning Commission Secretary  


